* The Royal Chaplain *
royal seal. To prevent the queens from feeling left out,
the Mayor of the Palace had orders to arrange a series of
entertainments. The King would have with him a con-
tingent of the ladies-in-waiting, his servants, clerks,
pages, chamberlains, he would have the guard, his
favourite elephant, his trappers and his musicians,
enough to maintain his state among the country
people, but not so many as to turn into a royal progress
what he wanted to be a hunting excursion with a
favourite.

This announcement was followed four days later by
the news that Ma Saw had been made deputy queen.
Usana could not make her queen, as the number of
queens was fixed at five and there was no vacancy. So
he created the appointment of deputy and took her out
of the concubinate. It was an astonishing elevation for
a girl of her origin and standing in the palace. The
assumption was that he was infatuated. Ma Saw, or
Queen Saw as she was now to be called, took all this
calmly enough, but the regular queens became uneasy
and the concubines very jealous. Yazathingyan, how-
ever, was pleased, for it fitted nicely into the plan he
had been evolving. In fact, one morning he waited on
Queen Saw with a ring set with a great ruby, the colour
of pigeon's blood.

cThe stone", he explained, "was recently bought for
me by my agents. It has been admired by experts. I have
been looking for an occasion to offer it to His Majesty,
but if the Queen will accept it I shall be vastly flattered/
This little speech was repeated round the court. The
impression gained ground that something was going
on behind the scenes.
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